IV
THE CORE OF THE TEACHING

WE know the divine Teacher, we see the human dis-
ciple; it remains to form a clear conception of the
'doctrine. A clear conception fastening upon the essen-
tial idea, the central heart of the teaching is especially
necessary here because the Gita with its rich and many-
sided thought, its synthetical grasp of different aspects
of the spiritual life and the fluent winding motion of its
argument lends itself, even more than other scriptures,
to one-sided misrepresentations born of a partisan intel-
lectuality. The unconscious or half-conscious wresting
of fact and word and idea to suit a preconceived notion
or the doctrine or principle of one's preference is
recognised by Indian logicians as one of the most fruit-
ful sources of fallacy; and it is perhaps the one which
it is most difficult for even the most conscientious
thinker to avoid. For the human reason is incapable of
always playing the detective upon itself in this respect;

it is its very nature to seize upon some partial con-
clusion, idea, principle, become its partisan and make it
the key to all truth, and it has an infinite faculty of
doubling upon itself so as to avoid detecting in its
operations this necessary and cherished weakness. The
Gita lends itself easily to this kind of error, because it Is
-easy, by throwing particular emphasis on one of its
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